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Hiroshi Hara* : A new species of Rhododendron 
(§ Brachycalyx) from Hokkaido 

HC %* : t ; 7^ 7 7 

Rhododendron hidakanum Hara, sp. nov. (§ Brachycalyx) (Fig. 1) 

R. dilatatum Miquel var. boreale Sugimoto, New Keys Woody Pis. Japan 
509 (1972). 

Frutex ad 3 m altus. Rami cinerei, ramuli hornotini glabrescentes 
±glandulosi. Folia ad apicem ramuli vulgo ternata decidua latissime rhom- 
boidea—ovato-rhomboidea, apice breviter cuspidata basi latissime cuneata, 
2.5-6 cm longa 1.5-5 cm lata parce glandulosa primo hirsuta, pilis longis 
albis, demum glabrata parce asperato-punctata, subtus pallida appresse 
pilosa vel glabra, ad nervos glandulifera minutissime papillosa et pilis longis 
adspersa, petiolis 5-12 mm longis glanduliferis minutissime papillosis. 
Pedicelli 1-1.5 cm longi graciles glandulosi praesertim inferiore pilosi. 
Flores terminales praecoces magentei 3.5-4 cm in diametro. Calyx discoid- 
eus 2.5-3 mm in diametro glandulosus interdum ciliatus. Stamina 10 in- 
aequalia ad 3cm longa; filamentis glabris ; antheris ovatis ca. 2mm longis 
purpureis. Stylus 25-27 mm longus glaberrimus ; stigma obliquum. Ovarium 
oblongo-cylindricum breviter stipitato-glanduliferum pilis longis albis dis- 
persum. Capsulae oblongo-cylindricae 9-11 mm longae leviter curvatae basi 
obliquae 3-3.5mm crassae ±scabridae. 

Nom. Jap. Hidaka-mitsubatsutsuji (Sugimoto 1972). 

Hokkaido. Prov. Hidaka : Shoya, Horoidzumi (Y. Tokubuchi, Aug. 17, 
1892, fr., SAP, TI) ; Sakuraoka, Shoya (Y. Takahashi, May 26, 1971, flL, 
SAP) ; Garozawa, Shoya (Y. Takahashi, Jul. 26, 1971, young fr., SAP) ; 
Maruyama, Shoya, alt. 80 m (H. Hara, S. Kurosawa & Y. Tateishi, Sep. 11, 
1974, fr.—type in TI). 

This species occurs in South Hokkaido far isolated from other related 
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Fig. 1. Rhododendron hidakanum Hara from Shoya, Hidaka. t ft-j] s y Ay y 


species of sect. Brachycalyx Sweet 15 such as Rhododendron dilatatum Miquel, 
R. Wadanum Makino, and R. decandrum Makino which are distributed in 
Honshu and westwards. It seems to be closely allied to R. dilatatum, but 
is separated from the latter by 10 stamens, leaves hirsute when young and 
often appressed hairy beneath, and pedicels generally hairy especially in 
the lower part. It also differs distinctly from R. Wadanum by the hairiness 
of leaves, ovaries, and styles. 


15 Rhododendron Sect. Brachycalyx Sweet, Brit. FI. Gard. ser. 2, 1 : t. 95 
(1831), p. p., emend. Lectotype species: R. Farrerae Tate ex Sweet, 

Rhododendron Sect. Sciadorhodion Rehder et Wilson, Monogr. Azaleas 
79 (1921). 

Rhododendron Sect. Verticillatae Nakai, Tr. & Shr. Jap. ed. 1, 43 (1922) ; 
in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 38 : 25 (1924). Lectotype species : R. reticulatum D. Don. 
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